


oo
L.

'-(anznn

qay ar






YoL. F -ISSUE 1l - 017

EDITOR & ADDITIONAL LOGOS + ART: E. HIRANO

MOME OF THE IMAGES, DESIGHS, LOGOS AMD WRITTEM MATERIAL 1M THIS PUBLICATION

BELOMG TO THE FUBLIC DOMAIM, ALL ARTISTIC WORK 15 COPYRIGHT BY THEIR LEGAL OWMNERS

LZ0TF AND IT 15 USED UMDER RESPECTIVE PERMISSION OF EACH ARTIST FOR THIS PUBLICATICM

OMLY. COPYING, ALTERIMNG, DISPLAYIMNG OR REDISTRIBUTIMG AMY OF THE ARTWORK

CONTAINED IM THIS PUBLICATION, IM ANY FORMAT OR ANY MEDIUM 15 STRICTLY PROHIBITED
2017






| sculpt what | would have liked to have seen in my youth.
The beauty of male love. His strength, his tenderness.
Couples of young men, a tender gesture, the sweetness
and charm of a face, a gesture of love - or sometimes
more teasing.

And also the expression of desire through the body: the
neck line, the power of a muscular back, a chiseled torso.
Eroticism sometimes suggested. This masculine tenderness
has been expressed very well by the artist Steve Walker.

| try to express this sensuality in 3 dimensions, with a
focus on couples. My sculptures are made of stone, clay
and bronze, and born of a memory, a pose seen, a
sketch. Sometimes | invoke mythology, as with lcarus, or
a more abstract or symbolic thought, as the hand with a
cube. My intention is to suggest or recall an emotion, a
lived moment. And to bring some beauty in this world.
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As indeed | met the love of my life, J.L., 24 years ago. And this wonderful relationship is maybe
one of the reason | want to express , display, and sculpt male tenderness, male infimacy,
couples in love, ett.

And the other reason is that | always felt there is a lack of male couples in sculptures today. Of
course, you have the famous mythology and history couples, Adrian and Anfinous, David and
Jonathan, and some others. But for whatever reasons, it is really rare to see male couples in

sculpture. Hence, my willingness to sculpt them, and focus on male tenderness, or what another

arfist (John Waiblinger) is calling ‘Tender Masculinities’.

| started with a serie of 3 bronze, my ‘Intimacy’ serie. All laying on a bed.

INTIMACY | is a young couple laying, certainly influenced by my classical studies and visits in
Italy, someone called it my MichelAngelo style. One of the original limited edition is in New
York today.

INTIMACY Il express the passion between a young adult and another one slightly older who
admires his beauty and youth.

INTIMACY 111 shows close tenderness and love of 2 young men sleeping, spooning, next fo each
other. One of this bronze original numbered edition is in Bordeaux now, framed in a beautiful
"American Box” in a contemporary house.

Then | wanted to see a loving standing couple, somewhat larger than the previous couples. So |
sculpted this couple, casted in bronze as well, but standing, fully demonstrating tenderness,
hence it is his name, Tenderness. The head of the young man at the back is slightly touching the
neck and shoulder of his lover. Holding each other. The one in front is closing his eyes,
appreciating the moment. A great intimacy and closeness. One original numbered sculpture of
this bronze is in Paris.

{ .r..r...‘.r'. :

b
i PoLL L L L T B ST et



FUTURE PROJECTS

For the near future coming projects, | did some more couples studies in dlay. | will select 2 of
them, that | will re-create this year somewhat larger, fo be then casted in bronze af the Art
Foundry. And my current stone project is a large white alabaster.

SCULPTING - STUDIO - MAIN GOAL

CLAY is a very sensual way fo sculpt. Your wet hands can design o muscle, o cheek, the wood tools can
create more direct lines, you have the power to move a gesture, just time works against you as the
sculpture needs to be kept humid enough to work.

STONE sculpting is demanding, stressful, exciting, it requires strength and patience fo reveal the hidden
beauty in the stone. You know that if you do not work one day, nothing will change ! The initial idea
has maturated during months in your head, until you feel the craving need 1o siari, the male sculpture
wants to be liberated from the stone around it, and you take your hammer and chisel. A foscinating

fravel, within yourself and to be shared.

Time does not exist when | sculpt... | enter my studio, like in another space, almost sacred, a ritual of
thinking, observing, listening, questioning myself, questioning the stone, chiselling, doubting, daring,
with music sometimes. Or with silence too. | am far.

| wish my sculptures can resonate with some people, recall emotions and souvenirs, feelings,
experiences, hopes, dreams, and affirm MALE LOVE, GAY LOVE * IS JUST A QUESTION QF LOVE',

ABOUT THE ARTIST

My family includes a few artists, and my paternal grandfather was close to committed and 'open
minded' writers and artists. | had a silent admirafion for these and other arists, the way they lived

their lives, the solitude and quietness of their research, their work, observed during studio visits and

exhibitions.

As a young gay man, pursuing my dlassical studies, and travelling fo ltaly, Greece and Eqypt, |

developed a keen appreciation for the male beauty of the marble and bronze statues of the ancient
masters. | also love the sober lines of Henry Moore and George Minne. But | have always felt sirongly

the absence of gay couples in sculpture.

In recent years, | worked in the nonprofit field of LGBT rights, one of the most exciting pursuits of my

life.

Today, | am able to divide my time between managing a tropical paradise of an inn created with my

partner, and my sculpture studio a few steps away. In beautiful St Martin, it is natural that my boys
and couples in stone, bronze and clay will arise from there!

ART EDUCATION

Originally self-taught, | had the chance to meet, more than 10 years ago, the great artist Patrick Poivre
de lo Freta, who re-awakened in me this passion, which had been osleep since | was a feenager. He
encouraged me and followed my work for several years, until his sudden death. Since then, my mind is
on my sculptures every day, and my hands are on the stone, the bronze, the clay every moment | get. |
also have had the good fortune to take master classes with Philippe Faraut (USA) for clay portraits, with

Sonja Mosick (Germany) and Brune Somogyi (Paris) for stone carving.
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www.villarainbow.fr
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hitps:/ /www.facebook.com/GaySculptureby) Christophe

ARISTOPHLE

{8106}

The blog "Gay Sculpture' | launched in 2013 aims to show a wide
selection of male sculptures, both ancient and contemporary, as
well as accounts of galleries, artists, exhibitions, museums, and

collectors united around the idea of male beauty.

(©JEAN-CHRISTOPHE

http://gay-sculpture.blogspot.com















GUY BACK
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MAN STYLE EDGE




LAD COIORFUL THOUGHTS




MAN STYLE MOOD







MAN IN RED




LAD SPRING







GUY MOMENT










LAD BRILLIANT DAY







LAD SCAPE
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