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AFFECTIONATE MASCULINITY




BILLY GOAT GRUFF







DRYING OFF
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SURE OF HIM



PLAYING AROUND
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MAN UNDRESSING







BARE BACK







AFFECTIONATE MASCULINITY

ALSO PLEASE FOLLOW HIM ON INSTAGRAM -






AMEOBIC - 24" X 32" - MIXED MEDIA + LITHOGRAPH - 2018
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MIXED MEDIA PAINTING

4FT X 2F7T
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WHIPPERSMNAPPERSYS AWAKENING - 11" X 14" - MIXED MEDIA DRAWING - 2017




MONOTYPE 2017
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FUCKED BY AMERICA



FLUID TOUCH - 24' X 32" - MIXED MEDIA SCREEN PRINT - 2017




INSERTION - 11" X 14" - MIXED MEDIA DRAWING - 201/
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MIXED MEDIA PAINTING

4FT X 2F7

PURGE THE SIN
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OPEN - 4A4FT X 5FT - MIXED MEDIA DRAWING - 2017




CHILD AT PLAY - 11'" X 14" - MIXED MEDIA DRAWING - 2018
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PARADISE LOST
~The timeless story of Adam and Eve

portrays a heteronormative narrative that
excludes queer couples and other identities.
In high school, | refused to go to Sunday
School after coming out because | felt
excluded and unwelcomed from the teachings
of the Catholic church. Although | was never
confirmed into the Catholic Church, the
stories and symbols associated with
Catholicism often find their way into my
work. Catholicism has had a shaky, often
negative, view on LGBTQ+ rights and
relationships, often denoting same-sex
relationships as sinful and wrong. In this
piece, | decided to shift that narrative and
display my personal relationship with my
lover to mirror the iconic tale of Adam and
Eve, emphasizing how our bodies connect
and intersect—different but the same.
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18TH CENTURY DRAG

18th Century Drag was a result of

the synthesis of two very different cultures:

modern day drag culture and wealthy 18th
century fashion. Through these intimate
portraits | allowed both cultures to fuse
together, binding the present to the past.












~My art is my band-aid that doesn’t
hurt to rip off. Dreamy, colorful—a conceptual
tantasy world, the marriage of history and
pop culture.

Creation has always been the natural way for
me to deal with my experiences, emotions,
and unique view of the world. While | am
most comfortable with my camera, | have

also explored film, combine painting,
wearable art, and collage throughout the last
year. Intertwining my art with personal
experiences that I've had as a queer
individual is my way to release and explore
the hardships and tension felt by many queer
people. Most of us store this inside. My
artwork is a direct expression of my personal
truth that | hope can be understood more
universally, especially to LGBTQ+ people.



~ I’'ve dealt with discrimination and

stereotypes for such a large portion of my
adolescent life, especially coming from a
small town in Upstate New York. These
stereotypical characteristics can be harmful,
as many are untrue or not relevant to all
LGBTQ+ folk. Using colors such as bright pink
and a pigmented red light represent the
oppressive overly-feminine stigma attached to
gay males. Pink and blue are stereotypically
gender-segregated colors; Western society
associates pastel pink with girls and pastel
blue with boys, especially with baby clothing,
toys, and other various items. Therefore, |
deliberately used a pink and blue color
gradient color story in the background of the
images to demonstrate the blend of femininity
and masculinity present in gay men.
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£ Maossimo Avanzato
18 yr old queer artist from NYC
www. MassimoAvanzato.com
Instagram: @MX55TMO
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