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Over the past year, at
home and with other
artists in drawing
groups, I have been
privileged to make
drawings of some 30
beautiful men. Here
are drawings in
pastel and charcoal
of some of the ones
made this year in my
studio.

ASHTON II
18 X 24 in · Pastel on paper
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LEO
24 X 18 in · Pastel on paper

NICK
18 X 24 in · Pastel on paper

LOGAN II
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STEVE I & II
18 X 24 in · Charcoal on paper
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People ask me, where do
you get your models? Some
I approached during a
drawing group. Some
reached out to me on
Instagram, asking would I
like to draw them. Some I
contacted after they “liked”
one of my drawings or
started to follow me. One is
a fellow artist who wanted
to experience what models
experience. Many return
for multiple sessions.

LOGAN
18 X 24 in · Pastel on paper
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COLE & LEO ARMS FOLDED
18 X 24 in · Pastel on paper
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MARCUS LYING BACK
24 X 18 in · Charcoal on paper

LEO I & II
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MATT ON BREAK
18 X 24 in · Pastel on paper

MARCUS
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Our sessions of three hours
are collaborative. We talk;
I get to know them. I try to
convey individuality and
create portraits. In their
poses, I ask the models to
express themselves. What
poses that they’ve seen do
they like? What do they
want me and the viewers of
my drawings to see? Why
are they there? Of course,
the modeling fee is a perfect
answer. But they have
other reasons.

COLE ON THE CUSHION
18 X 24 in · Pastel on paper
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EVAN & MATT
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LEO UP CLOSE
18 X 24 in · Pastel on paper

MATT IN A CHAIR
24 X 18 in · Pastel on paper

LEO, WHEN ARE YOU COMING BACK?
24 X 18 in · Pastel on paper
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NICK
18 X 24 in · Charcoal on paper

MATT LYING BACK
18 X 24 in · Charcoal on paper

NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDFNOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF NOISY RAIN PROMO PDF



COURT
24 X 18 in · Pastel on paper

ASHTON
18 X 24 in · Pastel on paper

COLE CONTRAPPOSTO
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We start with short warm-
ups, warm-ups so both the
model and the artist can
loosen up and settle down.
These give the model a
chance to think (but if they
get stuck, I tell them “Don’t
think!”), and me a sense of
their impulse. After the first
twenty-minutes, we look at
ten two-minute sketches and
decide which poses we like
and where to go for two or
three longer ones. All these
drawings started with the
model on the model stand
and were completed using
reference photographs.

Left-to-right
front row: Leo, Cole, Leo, Leo.

middle row: Marcus, Matt.
back row: Logan, Ashton, Evan, Leo, Logan, Cole.

A YEAR OF NEW YORK CITY MODELS
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Scott Emmons is a research
scientist with an academic career
on the faculty of a medical school.
He has studied life drawing and
painting with Minerva Durham at
Spring Studio and Crosby Studio in
New York City, and has taken
painting and drawing classes with
New York artist Karen Kaapcke, at
the Teaching Studios of Art, and at
the Art Students League. His work
has been exhibited at Spring
Studio, Crosby Studio, the Leslie-
Lohman Museum of Art, at the
Huntington Arts Council show
Exploration of the Human Form,
and at The EVAC show
Intersections.

©Scott Emmons
IG @swemmons
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Italian architect, photographer and artist,
William Davide Brio has created a unique
body of work that blends ancient Indian
tradition with a contemporary, homoerotic
sensibility. His project, “MAD IN INDIA”,
features black and white photographs of
Indian men, many of them adorned in
traditional turbans and jewelry. The
atmosphere of the photos is teasing and
suggestive, inviting viewers to consider the
complexities of masculinity and sexuality
within Indian culture.

MAD IN INDIA
Text: R.O. Pintus
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SMELLING 032
performing V. & S. · Karnataka (India) 2023

previous page

WHISPER 072
performing R. & D. · Karnataka (India) 2023

INVITE 066
performing D. & K. · Karnataka (India) 2023
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WHISPER 070
performing S. & Viraji · Karnataka (India) 2023

GAME 041
performing V. & V. · Karnataka (India) 2023
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“Mad In India” is a bold and challenging project that
explores the hidden desires and tensions that exist
beneath the surface of Indian society. Brio’s photos
are both beautiful and provocative, forcing viewers to
confront their own preconceptions about gender and
sensuality.

WAIT 042
performing T. & Manu · Karnataka (India) 2023

INVITE 075
performing Sh. & Rahul · Karnataka (India) 2023
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performing T. & Manu · Karnataka (India) 2023
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WHISPER 137
performing Joshua & Viraj · Karnataka (India) 2023
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INVITE 074
performing Dhiraji & L. · Karnataka (India) 2023

SIGH 029
performing M. & A. · Karnataka (India) 2023
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The use of black and white film adds to the timeless
quality of the photos, while the traditional clothing
and jewelry help to create a sense of cultural
authenticity. However, it is the homoerotic
undercurrent that truly sets this portfolio apart. His
photographs are filled with subtle gestures and glances
that suggest a world of unspoken desires and longing.

“Mad In India” is a powerful and important project
that sheds light on the often-overlooked world of
Indian LGBTQ+ experiences. William’s images are
both tender, emotional and evocative, and they are
sure to spark conversation and debate in India, mainly
now the Supreme Court of India has declined to
legalize same-sex marriage or civil unions, leaving the
matter to the Parliament or the state of legislatures to
decide. “Art is Politics!” He always said.

opposite page

WHISPER 137
performing Joshua & Viraj · Karnataka (India) 2023
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INVITE 074
performing Dhiraji & L. · Karnataka (India) 2023

WHISPER 033
performing Samir & S. · Karnataka (India) 2023
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SIGH 031
performing M. & A. · Karnataka (India) 2023

INVITE 071
performing Uday & Rahul · Karnataka (India) 2023
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performing M. & A. · Karnataka (India) 2023

INVITE 071
performing Uday & Rahul · Karnataka (India) 2023M. & A
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In addition to his work on “Mad In India”, William has
also created a number of other photo projects that
explore themes of identity and sexuality. His work has
been exhibited internationally, and he has been the
recipient of numerous awards.

WHISPER 068
performing Abhishek & V. · Karnataka (India) 2023
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SIGH 073
performing M. & Rohan · Karnataka (India) 2023

PROTECTION 065
performing P. & Krishna · Karnataka (India) 2023
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INVITE 036
performing Ramesh & S. · Karnataka (India) 2023

PROTECTION 038
performing Vergas & S. · Karnataka (India) 2023
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William Davide Bario is a talented and stimulating
artist who is pushing the boundaries of what is
possible with the medium to inspire and to
communicate a message about human and civil rights,
where the human body is the battlefield.

His work is both suggestive and thought-provoking,
and it is certain to continue to challenge and inspire
viewers for years to come while living in India.

THOUGHT 034
performing H. & G. · Karnataka (India) 2023
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WAIT 040
performing B. & Jeetu · Karnataka (India) 2023
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WAIT 035
performing K. & S. · Karnataka (India) 2023

INVITE 036
performing Ramesh & S. · Karnataka (India) 2023
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WISPER 067
performing V. & B. · Karnataka (India) 2023

© William Davide Brio
IG williamdavidebrio photocracy
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FRANCESCO BRUNETTI WAS BORN
IN 1995 IN NAPLES, ITALY. HE
STUDIED VISUAL ARTS (ACCADEMIA
DI BELLE ARTI DI NAPOLI, NAPLES),
MUSEUM CULTURES (BIRKBECK,
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON), AND ART
& BUSINESS (SOTHEBY'S INSTITUTE
OF ART, LONDON). HE IS ALWAYS
DRAWING THE HUMAN BODY. THE
MAIN FOCUS OF HIS WORK IS MALE
BEAUTY. HE LIKES TO IMAGINE
PARADOXICAL SCENARIOS IN
WHICH HIS CHARACTERS ARE
NAKED IN PUBLIC CONTEXTS, LIKE
IN "PARK" AND "AIRPORT".
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